An Illinois State University graduate, Deana Corbin received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Art with a concentration in graphic design. Today she owns and operates her own graphic design business, Corbin Design, based at her home in Petersburg. Getting to this point in her career required only a few years of trade experience, smart choices and a no-holds-barred ambition.

While at ISU, Corbin interned with the University's College of Continuing Education and with Crawford, Murphy and Tilly of Springfield. Upon graduation, she designed brochures, identity programs and other print materials at Grain Systems Incorporated in Assumption. From there she became Art Director and Designer for ComUnigraph, Inc.

"I was responsible for the design, layout and production of a large variety of materials such as brochures, identity programs, displays, annual reports and the company Web site," Corbin said of her position at ComUnigraph. "I also handled art direction and coordination with outside vendors for photography and illustration, project coordination-including initial client contact and preparation of proposals-and scheduling for multiple projects."

With the arrival of her first child in January 2002, Corbin decided it was time to open her own design studio so that she could spend more time with her baby without giving up her valued career. Corbin's multi-state clients include government agencies, corporate businesses and non-profit organizations. "I enjoy forming creative partnerships with my clients and finding innovative solutions for whatever business needs they have," she said.

One piece that stands out in Corbin's career is the brochure she designed for the Illinois Route 66 Heritage Project. The brochure was developed to provide information and raise awareness of Illinois Route 66 and showcase the variety of businesses and attractions along the Route. "This piece has been highly successful and is widely recognized by tourism agencies along the corridor as the premiere piece for Route 66," Corbin said.

"At least 60 percent of all fulfillment inquiries that come in via phone and e-mail are generated by someone who has seen the brochure." Due to the demand within the first six months of production, the brochure has been selected for translation to German for use at International Tourism Exchange, the largest tour operator tradeshow in Europe.

Corbin is also an avid volunteer for the Animal Protective League of Springfield and Sangamon County. She has served on the Board of Directors since 1998 and conducts most of their print design and coordination, including a quarterly newsletter, yearly calendar and other fundraising and promotional materials. She is also heading their grant writing advisory committee.

1.  What aspects of the graphic design profession drew your interest to begin with and what keeps you going today?
Initially the creative aspect drew me to the profession. I loved art and always had a creative outlet of some kind whether it was painting or creating my own cards for my family. Amazingly enough, when I first went to college I didn't even know what graphic design was! I took an introductory design class and fell in love! I consider myself extremely fortunate to truly love the work that I do. I think the creativity and the variety are what keep me excited about this profession. I love the fact that every project is uniquely different. I have the opportunity to meet so many different people and learn about such a wide variety of businesses and products that I never have the opportunity to get bored.

2.  You have received Awards of Excellence from the Master Communicator program and the Central Illinois Ad Club? Briefly explain.

The Central Illinois Ad Club is a member of the American Advertising Federation, which each year sponsors the ADDY® Awards, the nation's largest advertising competition. The ADDY® Awards honor excellence in advertising and cultivate the highest creative standards in the industry. Each winter the competition begins at the local level with the 210 AAF member clubs around the country. Those entries that win Gold or Silver ADDYs then proceed to district competitions, and those winners proceed to the national finals. Over the years I have been recognized at the local level with several gold and silver ADDYs®.

Over the years I have received numerous awards from the Master Communicator Awards.  Most recently I was presented with 4 awards from Master Communicator.  An Award of Excellence - the highest award possible - was received for the Illinois Historic Route 66 Heritage Projects "Illinois Route 66 License Plate Brochure"; an award of Merit for the "Classic Illinois Route 66 Brochure", and an award of Achievement for the "Illinois Route 66 License Plate Poster".  An Award of Merit was also received for the Papers of Abraham Lincoln's "Lincoln's Cabinet Poster".

3.  What kind of advice would you give to aspiring graphic designers to help them achieve the kind of success you have?

One of the amazing things about graphic design is it encompasses a lot of things.  Not only do you need to be a great designer but you also need to have good communication skills as well.  English classes and speech classes are helpful as you will need to be able to talk about your work objectively and be able to sell yourself and your ideas to potential clients.  Marketing skills would also be beneficial as I have found it often goes hand-in-hand with design.

This is an extremely competitive field.  I think you really need to love what you do, be persistent, and be prepared to fight for what you want.  I will pass on some advice that my professors in college gave me and I have taken to heart over the years.  Always strive to learn everything about the graphic design business that you can.  Ask as many questions as humanly possible.  If you are a designer and want to learn more about client interaction, ask how client meetings are conducted, ask if you can attend one. If you would like to know more about art direction and how to work with outside vendors, ask your art director if you can accompany them on a photo shoot.  It is my experience that the more questions you ask, the more doors open. Rarely will someone invite you to learn something new without your initiating it.

4.  Do you work full-time now that you have your own business, or did you scale back your working hours for more family time? How do you manage to balance a successful career with family life?

One advantage of having my own business is the flexibility of when I work. Some weeks I do work 40 hours and others a lot less.  It depends on my workload and also on my son’s schedule!  I love having the flexibility to stay home with him and participate in fun things together like music classes and playgroups. The trade off is that I don't always work the typical 8-5 Monday thru Friday.

Balancing a career, especially from home, with your family life can be quite challenging.  First and foremost for me, is having a husband who is extremely supportive of my career and who is willing to help out  a lot around the house and with our son.  Beyond that, I think scheduling has been a big factor. I have found that it helps to schedule not only work time but family time as well. Otherwise, work has a way of creeping in and taking over when you're not looking.

5. After years of working in the field, how do you keep producing fresh, original material? Are there any tricks you have for sparking your creativity?

I have found that I have the best luck when I don't limit myself to what is expected or to what has worked before. Explore all possibilities, even if you initially think they might be crazy. By stepping out of my comfort level and pushing myself to try something new or look at something in a completely different way I find that is when I am the most creative.

On those days when it feels you don't have a creative bone left in you, I find that it helps to stop and take a deep breath, put the work aside for awhile and do something else that is unrelated - take a walk, look through some creative resources, go to the library, play some different music. These days I find that just relaxing and playing with my son is the greatest way to spark creativity!  If you look at the world through a child's eyes you will see limitless possibilities. My sons toys - his etch-a-sketch, legos and crayons- 

have all become my creative tools!

6. Are there other career goals you're working toward for the long-term?

At the moment, I am focused on growing my business and building creative long-term partnerships with my clients.

7. What are some of your hobbies? What do you do on your free time?

I spend most of my free time playing with my son.  However, on those rare occasions when I do have some free time of my own, I love to play the piano and I am a percussionist as well.  I love to read, paint and work in my yard when I have the chance!

